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Course Description:  An examination of the ‘Quest for the Historical Jesus’ beginning with Albert Schweitzer through contemporary scholarship
Course Objectives:
(Also indicate Library and/or electronic information resources)
· examine the relationship between ‘faith’ and ‘history’
· become familiar with issues for thinking historically about Jesus of Nazareth

· provide an introductory understanding of the definition, history and relevance of the Historical Jesus Quest

Student Learning Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of this course, the student will
be able to:

· explain the relationship between ‘faith’ and ‘history’ specifically as it relates to Judaism, the Hebrew Bible, and the New Testament of Christianity
· demonstrate the historical knowledge necessary to understand Jesus in his historical context

·  be conversant with regard to the various stages of the Historical Jesus Quest and the Jesus Seminar

· make critical comparisons among the various early Christian Gospels (both canonical and non-canonical) as historical sources for understanding Jesus

Length of Course:
44 lecture hours
Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass
Prerequisites:

None

Required:

Successful completion of or current enrollment in RD-115.
Required Text:
Borg, Marcus & N.T. Wright. The Meaning of Jesus: Two Visions.




HarperOne, 2000 (ISBN 9780060608767)



  
Stanton, Graham. The Gospels and Jesus. 2nd edition. Oxford




University Press, 2002 (ISBN 9780199246168
Major Topic Outline:
1) The Judaism of Jesus’ time

2) The Jewish Context of Roman Occupation

3) The Christian Gospels and Pauline Writings

4) The Quest for the Historical Jesus

5) The New Quest for the Historical Jesus

6) The ‘Third’ Quest for the Historical Jesus
